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Access to Information - Your Rights 
 

 

The Local Government 
(Access to Information) Act 
1985 widened the rights of 
press and public to attend 
Local Authority meetings 
and to see certain 
documents. Recently the 
Freedom of Information Act 
2000, has further broadened 
these rights, and limited 
exemptions under the 1985 
Act. 

Your main rights are set out 
below:- 

 Automatic right to attend 
all formal Council and 
Committee meetings 
unless the business 
would disclose 
confidential or “exempt” 
information. 

 Automatic right to inspect 
agendas and public 
reports at least five days 
before the date of the 
meeting. 

 Automatic right to inspect 
minutes of the Council 
and its Committees  

(or summaries of 
business undertaken in 
private) for up to six years 
following a meeting. 

 Automatic right to inspect 
lists of background 
papers used in the 
preparation of public 
reports. 

 Access, on request, to the 
background papers on 
which reports are based 
for a period of up to four 
years from the date of the 
meeting. 

 Access to a public 
register stating the names 
and addresses and 
electoral areas of all 
Councillors with details of 
the membership of all 
Committees etc. 

A reasonable number of 
copies of agendas and 
reports relating to items to 
be considered in public must 
be made available to the 
public attending meetings of 
the Council and its, 
Committees etc. 

 Access to a list specifying 
those powers which the 
Council has delegated to its 
Officers indicating also the 
titles of the Officers 
concerned. 

 Access to a summary of the 
rights of the public to attend 
meetings of the Council and 
its Committees etc. and to 
inspect and copy 
documents. 

 In addition, the public now 
has a right to be present 
when the Council 
determines “Key Decisions” 
unless the business would 
disclose confidential or 
“exempt” information. 

 Unless otherwise stated, 
most items of business 
before the Executive 
Committee are Key 
Decisions.  

 Copies of Agenda Lists are 
published in advance of the 
meetings on the Council’s 
Website: 

www.redditchbc.gov.uk 
 

If you have any queries on this Agenda or any of the decisions taken or wish to 
exercise any of the above rights of access to information, please contact the 

following: 
 

Janice Smyth 
Democratic Services Officer 

Town Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH 
Tel: (01527) 64252 Ext. 3266         Fax: (01527) 65216 

e.mail: janice.smyth@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk 
 

mailto:janice.smyth@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
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Redditch Borough Council 
Planning Committee 

 
Committee Updates 

10th September 2014 
 

2014/036/FUL B And Q Diy Supercentre, Jinnah Road 

 
Following receipt of the representations noted on the previous update paper, the following is the 
conclusion of officers on the additional matters raised:  
 
 The financial viability of a foodstore scheme at the Kingfisher Centre, within the Town 
Centre, is considered to be marginal and likely to be dictated largely by the scale and impact of 
changes to town centre car parking as a result of any proposals. However, it hasn’t been ruled out 
as a potential option 
  
 The deliverability in a reasonable timeframe of the proposal remains unclear as there is no 
operator on board – it is noted that there are contractual reasons why the applicant cannot enter 
into discussions regarding other sites whilst this application is pending 
 
Members are reminded that the application is recommended for refusal and officers consider that 
the additional information aids the officer recommendation as it appears to remove some of the 
doubt over whether it would be possible to use a sequentially preferable Town Centre site for the 
proposed retail use, in compliance with both local and national planning policy.  
 
As at the time of publishing, the tally of representations received was as follows: 
 
51 objections 
133 supporters 
4 comments not expressing a preference. 
 
Other than the matters above, no new issues have been raised. 
 
 

2014/096/OUT The Jolly Farmer, Woodrow Drive 

 
No Updates 
  
 
 

2014/190/OUT 25 Broad Ground Road, Redditch 

 
WRS have requested a condition regarding the impact of noise from the proposed development on 
any nearby residential properties. However, it is considered that given the nearest residential 
properties are more than 300m away from the perimeter of the site, it is not necessary to impose 
such conditions as the impacts would be insignificant.  
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